
International Journal of

EDUCATIONAL  SCIENCES
ISSN 0975-1122

Discovering Grade 8 Technology Teachers’ Pedagogical Content
Knowledge in the Tshwane District of Gauteng Province

Mishack T. Gumbo1 and P. John Williams2

1University of South Africa, PO Box 392, UNISA, 0003, South Africa
 E-mail: gumbomt@unisa.ac.za

2University of Waikato, Private Bag 3105, Hamilton, 3240, New Zealand
E-mail: pj.williams@waikato.ac.nz

KEYWORDS Expert Teacher. Teaching. Learning. Pedagogy. Technological Knowledge

ABSTRACT This paper reports on a study conducted to inquire into Grade 8 Technology teachers’ pedagogical
content knowledge (PCK) in the Tshwane District of the Gauteng Province of South Africa. The research question
addressed was: What is Grade 8 Technology teachers’ pedagogical content knowledge in the Tshwane District of the
Gauteng Province? The need to address the research question was triggered by the researchers’ awareness that
teachers’ pedagogical content knowledge is an important and under-researched area of Technology Education.
PCK embodies the notion that the knowledge held by expert teachers represents a unique integration of their
pedagogical techniques and their understanding of Technology subject content. To pursue this investigation, the
researchers conducted interviews, observed teachers as they taught and reviewed the textbooks that the teachers
used. Interestingly, the findings revealed significant diversity in the teachers’ PCK – specifically in their understanding
of Technology Education, the Technology Education curriculum, the pedagogy of Technology Education, assessment,
resources, and indigenous technology. Finally, the researchers provide relevant recommendations.

© Kamla-Raj 2014 Int J Edu Sci, 6(3): 479-488 (2014)

user
Text Box
PRINT: ISSN 0975-1122 ONLINE: 2456-6322

user
Text Box
DOI: 10.31901/24566322.2014/06.03.12




